
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to the 2011 Thornhill Regional! 
 

  

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 
 

Daily Bulletin 
2011 Thornhill Regional Bridge Tournament 

Le Parc Banquet Hall, Thornhill, Ontario 

New Life Masters 

 
Evelyn Storey of Orillia earned her gold card (and 

Bronze Life Masters) on Tuesday afternoon, 

finishing 3/4 in Bracket 2 of the Mon./Tues. 

Knockout. 

 
 

New Life Masters (contôd) 

  
Marie Tromba (bottom left of page) and Donald 

Morrison earned their Life Masters (Marie earned 

her Bronze and Silver Life Masters as well), 

winning Bracket 3 of the Mon./Tues. Knockout. 

 



 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Winners of Bracket 1 of the Monday / 

Tuesday Knockout were Shan Huang, 

Toronto ON; Yan Wang - Difan Wang, 

Scarborough ON and Qun Liu, from 

Windsor ON. 

 

 

 

 

Linda Lord, Schomberg ON; Ron 

MacDonald, Toronto ON; Margaret 

MacFarlane and Paul MacFarlane, 

Keswick ON Won Bracket 2 of the 

Monday/Tuesday Knockout. 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners of Bracket 3 of the 

Monday/Tuesday Knockout Marie 

Tromba - Bill Swerdon, Mississauga ON; 

Donald Morrison, Oakville ON and Tom 

Colclough, Fort Myers FL 



 

SCHEDULE  
 

Sunday, Sept 11   
Stratiflighted Swiss Teams  11 am & TBD 

0 ς 299er Swiss Teams 11 am & TBD  

Monday, Sept. 12   
2 Day Early Morning Bracketed Compact KO I finishes Tuesday morning 9 am  

Morning Side Game Series* 5 sessions Mon. ς Fri 9 am  

Stratiflighted Pairs ς (A/X & B/C/D) two sessions 1 & 7 pm  
Monday & Tuesday Bracketed KO sessions 1 & 2 1 & 7 pm  

Intermediate/Novice Games 1 & 7 pm  

Afternoon Side Game Series* 5 sessions Mon. ς Fri 1 pm 
Evening Side Game Series* 5 sessions Mon. ς Fri  `7 pm 

Evening Swiss Teams one session 7 pm  

Tuesday, Sept. 13   

2 Day Early Morning Bracketed Compact KO II finishes Wed. morning 9 am  
POT of Gold Stratiflighted Pairs ς (A/X & B/C/D) two sessions. 1 & 7 pm 

Tuesday Compact KO two sessions 1 & 7pm  

Monday & Tuesday Bracketed KO sessions 3 & 4 1 & 7 pm  
Intermediate/Novice Games 1 & 7 pm 

Evening Swiss Teams one session 7 pm  

Plus - morning, afternoon and evening Side Game Series* at 9 am, 1 & 7 pm 
Wednesday, Sept. 14   

2 Day Early Morning Bracketed Compact KO III finishes Thursday morning 9 am  

Stratiflighted Pairs ς (A/X & B/C/D) two sessions 1 & 7 pm 
Wednesday & Thursday Bracketed KO sessions 1 & 2 1 & 7 pm 

Intermediate/Novice Games 1 & 7 pm  

Evening Swiss Teams one session 7 pm  
Plus - morning, afternoon and evening Side Game Series* at 9 am, 1 & 7 pm 

Thursday, Sept. 15   

2 Day Early Morning Bracketed Compact KO IV finishes Friday morning. 9 am 

POT of GOLD Stratiflighted Pairs ς (A/X & B/C/D) two sessions 1 & 7 pm  
Thursday Compact KO two session event 1 & 7pm  

Wednesday & Thursday Bracketed KO sessions 3 & 4 1 & 7 pm 

Intermediate/Novice Games 1 & 7 pm  
Evening Swiss Teams one session 7 pm  

Plus - morning, afternoon and evening Side Game Series* at 9 am, 1 & 7 pm  

Friday, Sept. 16   
2 Day Early Morning Bracketed Compact KO IV final 9 am 

Stratiflighted Swiss ς (A/X & B/C/D) two sessions 1 & 7 pm 

0 - 299er Swiss 1 & 7 pm  
*Side Game Series ς You can use your 2 best scores and be eligible for gold points! 

 
Stratification 

Stratiflighted: A = 3000+, X = 0 - 3000; B = 1000 ς 2000, C = 300 ς 1000, D = 0 ς 300  
Intermediate/Novice: A = 200 - 300, B = 100 ς 200, C = 50 ς 100, D = less than 50 

 
POT of GOLD 

If you have 750 masterpoints or less, win GOLD in this special event!  
The event is stratified as follows: B = 300 ς 750, C = 100 ς 300, D = less than 100  
Pairs (regardless of their classification) who win the B section top and/or finish in the B overall top get GOLD.  



Double Me at Your Peril 

 

By Linda Lee ï Courtesy of Masterpoint Press and www.bridgeblogging.com 

 

I wasnôt really very clever on this deal but then neither was my opponent. 

 

Dealer: 

Vul:  
North  

ǂ KJ72 

Ǆ Q84 

ǅ Q1096 

ǃ A10 

 

Linda  

ǂ Q1063 

Ǆ 5 

ǅ AK8 

ǃ KQ864  

Sylvia 

ǂ A984 

Ǆ AJ62 

ǅ 532 

ǃ 72 

 South 

ǂ 5 

Ǆ K10973 

ǅ J74 

ǃ J953 

 

 

I opened 1ǃ with the West hand and North made a perfectly reasonable if minimum takeout double. Sylvia bid 

1Ǆ and South was definitely out of the auction. I continued with 1ǂ and Sylvia raised to 3ǂ . Even not 

vulnerable and even though Sylvia had initially bid hearts and even though North had made a takeout doubled 

showing majors ï I am woman, hear me roar. I bid the spade game. 

Now North who had already suggested he held spades with his bids so far doubled to make it absolutely clear 

that he had what was likely to be four good spades. He started with the ace and one club which I won in hand 

with the ǃQ. This hand looked like a cross-ruff to me. I played the top club which he ruffed and dummy 

overruffed, cashed my three red suit winners ending in dummy and well cross-ruffed. North maneuvered this 

way and that but the cross-ruff was golden. 

The star of the hand was Sylvia though. Her 3ǂ bid made it easy to bid game. At the other table her opponent 

bid only 2ǂ on a similar auction and they did not get to game. 

 

 

  



Hand reporting  

 

Got a hand, or a play, that you saw and would like reported on in the daily bulletins, then please write up the 

details and hand it to anyone at the registration desk, or find/email Greg Coles (greg@unit246.com) and we will 

print it in the bulletins! 

 

New Life Masters/First Time Regional Winners 

 

We will be delighted to include pictures of players who fall into one of these categories.  Please let your 

achievement be known to the Registration Desk or the on-site Daily Bulletin Editor, Greg Coles.  Our cameras 

are ready and waiting! 

 

Prizes and Prize Desk 

 

Prizes for section tops and team wins can be picked up at the Registration booth.  It will be open from Monday 

to Friday, approximately 1 hour before each session.   

 

Bridge Books and Supplies 
 

Vince Oddy has a large selection of new, used and half-price books and magazines like Bridge World on 

display at his stand in the reception area.  This tournament Vince will be offering a $5 book special with a new 

book every day of the Regional.  When you return home, visit his website at www.vinceoddy.com for monthly 

specials. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Tournaments 
 

2011 Niagara Falls Regional ï November 8
th
-13

th
 at the Crowne Plaza in Niagara Falls.  Check the unit166 

website at http://www.unit166.ca/NiagaraRegional2011/index.html for details 
 
2012 CBF Regional in Toronto ï Jan 24-29, 2012 at the Delta Toronto East (Kennedy & 401).  Check the CBF website 
at http://www.cbf.ca for more details. 
 

 
 

 
  

http://www.vinceoddy.com/
http://www.unit166.ca/NiagaraRegional2011/index.html


Checkback Stayman 

by Barbara Seagram 

bseagram@ca.inter.net 

www.barbaraseagram.com 
 
Checkback Stayman is a nifty convention which is used most commonly after an opening bid of one of a minor 

and then a one of a major response with the opening bidder then jumping to 2 NT. 

 
1 D - 1Ǆ 

2 NT - 3ǃ by responder is now checkback stayman 

 

Why are we doing this?? 

The opening bidder may also have a four card other major suit OR may have 3 card support for the responderôs 

5 card major.  

 

Letôs have a look at above auction again: 

 

1 D - 1Ǆ 

2 NT - 3ǃ 

 

Responses to 3ǃ are as follows: 

 

3ǅ says: I do not have 3 card support for your major suit (Ǆ) nor do I have 4 cards in the other major . 

3Ǆ says:  I have 3 card support for your Ǆ suit but I do NOT have 4 spades. 

3ǂ says:  I have a 4 card ǂ suit but do not have 3 card support for your Ǆ suit. 

3 NT says: I have both 3 card support for Ǆ and also a four card ǂ suit.  

 

Now letôs check out the other major suit situation: 

 

1ǅ - 1ǂ 

2NT - 3ǃ 

 

Responses to 3ǃ are as follows: 

 

3ǅ says: I do not have 3 card support for your major suit (ǂ)nor do I have 4 cards in the other major (Ǆ) 

3ǂ says:  I have 3 card support for your ǂ suit but I do NOT have 4 hearts. 

3Ǆ says:  I have a 4 card Ǆ suit but do not have 3 card support for your ǂ suit. 

3 NT says: I have both 3 card support for ǂ and also a four card Ǆ suit.  

 

The only time you would ever use this convention is if you have 4-4 in the majors or you 

have 4-5 in the majors or you have one five card major. 

 

The responder now places the contract, equipped with more information about openerôs hand.  

 

  



Letôs look at two situations in which it would be useful to be playing Checkback Stayman: 

 

ǂ K543 

Ǆ KQ87 

ǅ Q76 

ǃ 42 

 

ǂ AQ76 

Ǆ J106 

ǅ AK83 

ǃ A5 

 

South opens  

 

 

S  N 

1D  1Ǆ 

2NT  3ǃ* (Checkback Stayman) 

3ǂ  4ǂ 

 

Note that if NS was not playing Checkback Stayman, North would have now bid 3NT after Southôs jump to 2 

NT. If the opening lead was a ǃ, then South would never be able to make 3NT. He would have to drive out the 

AǄ and then EW would be able to cash 4ǃ tricks quickly. 4S is an easy contract.  

 

Letôs look at one more example: 

 

ǂ AQ742 

Ǆ 32 

ǅ 765 

ǃ Q43 

 

ǂ K65 

Ǆ AQ7 

ǅ Q32 

ǃ AKJ2 

 

S N 

1ǃ 1ǂ 

2NT 3ǃ* (Checkback Stayman) 

3ǂ 4ǂ 

 

North can easily make 4ǂ but 3NT by South is doomed on a ǅ opening lead by West. 

 

Checkback Stayman is alertable as are all the responses. You need to have enough points to be in game in order 

to use this convention.  

 

We never want to miss an 8 card major suit fit. Remember that it is always much safer to play the hand 

in a major suit contract than in No trumps.   

  



RESTAURANT GUIDE FOR DISCOUNTS ON DINNERS 
TO RECEIVE THE DISCOUNT, PLEASE BE PREPARED TO SHOW YOUR CONVENTION CARD 

 

Pita Pit  115 York Blvd. 15% 
Thai Fay 115 York Blvd 15% 
Fox & Fiddle 115 York Blvd 15% 
Super Star Wings & Burger 135 York Blvd 10% 
!ƭƛŎŜ CŀȊƻƻƭƛΩǎ 155 York Blvd 15% 
Marlowe Restaurant & Wine Bar 155 York Blvd 15% 
Baton Rouge 230 Commerce Valley Dr. E. 15% per person on 1st $50 
Brix 230 Commerce Valley Dr. E. 15% 
Bombay Bhel ς opens at 5 p.m. 230 Commerce Valley Dr. E. 10% plus 1 free Samosa 

 

 

 
 

  




